
SUPPORT SERVICES        Policy 5630 
 
Transportation 
Bus Routes and Schedules and Procedures 
 
The administration will prepare and monitor District bus routes and schedules.  The Board 
will initially approve all bus routes no later than October 31 of each school year; the final 
bus routes must be approved by June 30 of each school year.  Buses will be routed with 
student safety, efficiency and economy as the controlling factors. 
 
The Benton County R-I Board of Education believes the District’s transportation system 
should be operated in a safe and efficient manner.  In order to accomplish this goal the 
following procedures will be used. 
 
Transportation Routes 
 
1. The District bus routes will be limited to county roads which are county 

maintained.  The District also reserves the right to limit travel on county roads 
that could present a danger in transporting students. 

 
2. To promote the efficiency and reduce the time children spend on the bus, those 

children who live ½ mile or more on a turn around must notify the transportation 
department when they are not going to ride.  If the family fails to notify the 
transportation department and after three consecutive days of failing to ride, the 
stop will be discontinued until arrangements are made with the transportation 
department. 

 
3. To reduce travel time and provide the safest possible transportation for all 

students, all stops for turn arounds must be in excess of .3 mile off the regular 
route and must have an acceptable and safe turn around area that meets state 
requirements and is approved by the transportation director.  The buses will not 
leave the regular route for turn arounds of less than the .3 mile limit. 

 
4. To assure safety and efficiency of routes, students should be ready and waiting at 

their regular pick up point.  If the children are not visually present to the driver, 
the driver shall stop, sound the horn and wait ten (10) seconds before going on to 
the next stop. 

 
Transportation Route Procedures for Drivers 
1. Schedule:   Maintain a consistent travel schedule.  If the driver arrives before 

his/her scheduled stop time, he should wait at the stop until he gets back on 
schedule. 
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2. Stops:  The driver will come to a complete stop at each normal stop. If the  

children are not visually present to the driver, the driver shall stop, sound the horn 
and wait ten (10) seconds before going on to the next stop unless other 
arrangements have been made between the rider and driver. 

    
3. Inclement weather:  If inclement weather is occurring during pickup times, 

drivers should use their judgment as to the amount of time over ten (10) seconds 
they should wait. 

 
4. School Arrival:  The drivers should time their routes so they arrive between 7:50 

a.m. and 8:05 a.m.  If a driver arrives before 7:50 a.m., he/she should pull the bus 
as far forward in the loading zone as possible and hold the students on the bus 
until the 7:50 a.m. bell. 
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